
Borough of Seaside Park 
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, June 11, 2020  
7:00 P.M. 

 
 

Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr. 
Council President:                      Matthew DeMichele  
Council Member:                Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh  

                Council Member:    Faith Liguori 
Council Member:   Gail Coleman  
Council Member:   Ray Amabile  

   Council Member:                William Kraft 
    

Also Attending  Borough Attorney:  Steven Zabarsky Esq. 
Deputy Municipal Clerk:  Sandra Martin 
Chief Financial Officer:  John Barrett 

 
 
 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by sending a copy of the 
Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this meeting of the Governing Body has 
been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Honorable Mayor Peterson asked for all present to 
stand for a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
 
WORKSHOP 
 
Discussion of the Introduction of Municipal Budget—Fiscal Year 2020 
 
Chief Financial Officer Barrett said that this year has downside pressure on anticipated revenue which caused an 
increase in property taxes by 0.035 cents, and is offset by the decrease in the school tax and preserves the stability of 
the Borough’s finances. The self-examination resolution on the agenda means that the auditor reviews the budget 
and the self-examination review will speed up the adoption of the budget. Second, the CAP bank  ordinance that will 
go on for first reading today. It is misunderstood as it is not a real bank or appropriating extra money, but it is a best 
practice for a municipality to pass this budget and should there be a spike in prices such as commodities like gas that 
this will be there for the Borough to use moving forward.  
 
Mayor Peterson noted that the Council wanted to monitor the revenue from the beach for the first few weekends, but 
the parking and court revenue are not drastically decreased as might be expected.  
 
Discussion of Revised Share Service Agreement Between Ocean County & Seaside Park for the Reconstruction of 
Stormwater Facilities Along 12th Avenue & Bayview 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that the reconstruction is primarily paid for by an NJDOT grant, but because it 
crosses Bayview Avenue, which has a stormwater drainage pipe underneath it. The county agreed to pay for it as 
part of a shared service agreement. Borough Zabarsky found an unfavorable outclause in the contract, which has 
been removed.  
 
Discussion of Authorizing Remington & Vernick Engineers to Prepare the Grant Application for the 2021 NJDOT 
Municipal Aid for Reconstruction of “G” Street and for the Mayor and Borough Deputy Clerk to Submit the 
Application and Sign the Grant Agreement 
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Council Member Dr. McHugh said this is a grant for the reconstruction of the surface of G Street in order to increase 
the height and the slope. I Street has been reconstruct and we received a grant for H Street. It will include surfacing, 
curbs, and sidewalks. The deadline is July 1st.  
 
COVID-19 Expansion of Premises Permit: PARK PAVILION LLC  
 
Mayor Peterson said this matter follows up on the governor’s Executive Order 150 where the applicant submitted a 
plan, which has been reviewed by Chief Boag and Mr. Zabarsky. This comes about as a result of the hardships 
because of the statewide shutdown. This executive order allows for expansion as long as it applies for social 
distancing. The expansion will be allowed for a liquor license and eating facilities.  
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky drafted a resolution and included the plan that was submitted. Chief Boag said he 
reviewed it and would send out a letter confirming its compliance. At the time of drafting the resolution, Borough 
Attorney Zabarsky did not have the letter yet. Borough Attorney Zabarsky read the letter Chief Boag wrote 
confirming the plan’s compliance dated June 10, 2020 for the record. 
 
Continued Discussion of One-Time Billing Adjustments for Water Leaks: Ch450 Amendment 
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that it amends Ch450 for Water and Sewer about overages. In the past, when 
someone had an unexpected water leak, they would have a plumber repair it, and send the bill to us. Then the 
Borough would determine whether it would forgive the amount. Property owners will be eligible for a one-time 
forgiveness no questions asked. It was modeled after other towns’ ordinance because the Borough had nothing in 
writing. Ch450 allowed unexcused overages to be paid in installments over time, but it was determined that it wasn’t 
allowed for other Borough payments, so it was being removed and replaced with the one-time forgiveness. There are 
criteria for qualifying one-time forgiveness.  
 
The first reading would occur on June 25, 2020 meeting. 
 
Council Member Amabile suggested having an amount attached to the forgiveness. 
 
Borough Attorney Zabarsky recommended not putting a cap on the amount because the ordinance already allows for 
the Borough’s discretion.  
 
Discussion of Scheduling Auction Date for Sale of N Street Lot 
 
Council Member Amabile would like it scheduled September 9, 2020 to advertise while people are still in town.  
 
Council Member Dr. McHugh said that he is not opposed to selling it, but there has been a lot of talk this year about 
needing the lot for parking for lifeguards, beach control, etc. If the lot is sold, the Borough would have to provide 
parking one way or the other. He suggested putting temporary parking passes for individuals if the lot is sold.  
 
The sale of the lot and parking will be placed on the next work session agenda.  
 
Discussion of 4x4 Passes for the Borough of Seaside Park Fire Department, Tri-Boro First Aid Squad, & Volunteers 
 
Council Member Coleman wanted to ask Borough Attorney Zabarsky’s opinion on it. She said that other towns offer 
free 4x4 passes for first aid and fire department volunteers. Borough Attorney Zabarsky said the state statute that the 
municipality is allowed to charge fees for access. The statue provides 6 different exceptions with regard to lesser 
fees. The state law does not provide that volunteer fire or first aid would be entitled to a pass.  
 
Council Member Coleman suggested talking to a state representative.  
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Public Comment (Workshop Items) 
Mayor Peterson opened the floor for public comment.  
 
Paul Barna, 505 N Ocean Ave expressed that he suggested the 4x4 passes for fishing for the fire department, since 
the fire department receives them for Island Beach State Park. It is not everyone in the fire department, only those 
who make their percentages, receives it. He said if it can’t be done by state statute, that’s fine. He was concerned 
about seeing the term “& Volunteers” in the agenda. He is not in favor, because it opens it up for every volunteer.  
 
Seeing no others, Mayor Peterson closed the public portion of the meeting. 
 
Motion to Adjourn and Open to Regular Meeting 
MADE BY: Council Member Coleman 
SECOND:  Council Member Kraft 
APPROVED: All in Favor 
 
CARRIES: Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned.  
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
_______________________  
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
 Deputy Municipal Clerk 
 


	Honorable Mayor:  John A. Peterson Jr.

